[Should a cancer of the bronchi be surgically treated after excision of a cerebral metastasis?].
Between 1964 and 1987 35 patients were operated on for cerebral metastases due to an underlying bronchial carcinoma. In 26 cases (group 1) there was excision of the primary tumour also and in 9 cases combined medical treatment was given with radiotherapy and chemotherapy. The neurological state was improved by the neurosurgical operation in 88% of patients in group 1 and in 66% of patients in group 2. This improvement was maintained in 30% of the patients as long as they survived. 2 patients died following thoracic surgery (7.69%). The median survival was 11 months in group 1 and 9 months in group 2. Three patients in group 1 were living two years after craniotomy whilst. 1 patient in group 2 is still alive four years after the neurosurgical procedure. The heterogeneity of the two groups does not permit a comparative statistical analysis but overall there does not seem to be any difference in duration or quality of life between the two groups. Complementary cerebral radiotherapy did not affect the prognosis.